CANADA’S FIRST RESPONSE TO THE 2010 HAITI EARTHQUAKE WAS TO SEND A NAVAL TASK GROUP

TO TAKE PART IN A MASSIVE INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN MISSION.
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CANADIAN NAVY...

THE CANADIAN NAVY: 100 YEARS OF SERVICE

The Canadian Navy (formerly the
Royal Canadian Navy) was founded
in 1910. Since then, our ships and
sailors have served all over the
world, in peace and war.

Today, the navy defends Canada,
protects our ocean approaches

and natural resources, maintains
international security with our
allies, and mounts humanitarian
assistance missions wherever in the
world disaster strikes.

Bounded by three oceans, with

the second longest coastline in the
world; Canada is-a maritime nation.
Our peace and prosperity are
directly related to maritime security
—off our coasts and on the other
side of the world.

Our fleet is capable and well-
trained. Every day, somewhere,
Canadian men and women are out
at sea, serving in our warships,
submarines and aircraft, helping to
keep Canada safe.

1910

Naval Act passed by Parliament under Prime
Minister Wilfred Laurier. Rainbow and Niobe,
obtained from the British, are the first ships
commissioned in Canadian Navy.

1914
HMCS Rainbow searches for

enemy cruisers off California;

HMCS Niobe patrols off New
England.

THE FLEET

1923

Royal Canadian Naval
Volunteer Reserve (RCNVR)
is created: for the first time,
Canadians from all walks of
life and from coast to coast
are welcomed into the navy.

Battle of the Atlantic:

Royal Canadian Navy (RCN)
protects convoys and rescues ship
crews attacked by U-boats.

1942
Women’s Royal
Canadian Naval

1950

Korean War:
participation in first UN
police action

Floods of Red River
in Manitoba and
Fraser River in British

1963

RCN pioneers concept:
single ship able to deliver
fuel, food, ammunition, etc
(other navies used separate
ships for each). Becomes
foundation of naval disaster
response.

1970

Fleet Diving Unit supports
clean-up of historic oil spill
disaster in Chedabucto
Bay, Nova Scotia. Modern
containment strategies are
developed.

1980

Women admitted

in Canadian military
colleges: first female
naval reserves sent to
sea.

1990-91

First Gulf War: Navy
enforces UN sanctions
against Iraq.

1990-94
Canadian naval
observers in UN

Service established
(non-combatant).

Columbia: RCN, with
local naval reserve

divisions, provide
By the end of World War II, disaster relief within
the RCN is the third largest Canada.

navy in the world.

1968
Unification of army, air force and navy into
Canadian Armed Forces.

Missions in Nicaragua,
El Salvador, Cambodia
and the Former
Yugoslavia.

2005

Hurricane Katrina
ravages New
Orleans and U.S.
Gulf Coast. Navy
participates in relief
efforts.

2008

2010

In 2010, the Canadian Navy turned 100, provided security
for the Vancouver Winter Olympics and the G8 Summit,
participated in international exercises in the Irish Sea,
controlled pirates off Somalia. HMCS Athabaskan and
HMCS Halifax participate in international humanitarian
mission in response to earthquake in Haiti.

HMCS Ville de Québec escorts 26
million kg of food aid to Somalia.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Canadian Navy Centennial:
www.canadiannavy100.forces.gc.ca

Canadian Forces Maritime Command:
WWwWw.havy.gc.ca

The Stephen Low Company and our productions:
www.stephenlow.com









